
	
  
 
 

PASS S.B. 75 
BAN EXTREME-STRENGTH ALCOHOL IN MARYLAND 

 
 
Extreme-strength alcohol poses a real threat to college students 
 
• Nationally, more than 1,800 college students die each year as a result of alcohol – a rate of 

nearly five per day.  Nearly 600,000 are injured; nearly 700,000 are assaulted; and nearly 
100,000 are victims of alcohol-related sexual assault.1  

• In	
  Maryland,	
  approximately	
  one	
  in	
  five	
  college	
  students	
  meet	
  the	
  criteria	
  for	
  alcohol	
  
dependence	
  or	
  abuse,	
  and	
  one	
  in	
  three	
  report	
  having	
  driven	
  with	
  a	
  drinking	
  driver.	
  2	
  

• Extreme-strength alcohol poses a real threat to college students because: 
o They are more likely to drink distilled spirits than they were 20 years ago;3  
o They tend to “overpour” drinks,4 making a strong drink stronger in a student’s hands; and 
o The tasteless, odorless, colorless nature of extreme-strength alcohol makes it almost 

impossible for inexperienced or unsuspecting drinkers to know what they are drinking 
and adjust their behavior accordingly. 

• Underage binge drinkers are 36.5 times more likely to drink extreme-strength alcohol than 
underage non-bingers.5 

 
 
Extreme-strength alcohol’s low price makes it even more dangerous 
 
• Recognized by leading brand names Everclear and Gem Clear, grain alcohol is a distilled 

neutral spirit that lacks a distinctive taste or smell.  
• A 750ML bottle of Everclear or Gem Clear ranges in price from $15 to $17.  
• The federal government defines a “drink” as 1.5 ounces of 80 proof alcohol.6  A 750 ML 

(25.36 ounce) bottle of 190 proof grain alcohol contains approximately 16.9 drinks.  
• At $15 per bottle, this is less than a dollar a drink.  
 
 
At least 16 states ban sales of extreme-strength alcohol 
 
• Maryland’s neighbors ban sales of extreme-strength alcohol, with limited exceptions for 

industrial, commercial, culinary, or medical uses: 
o Virginia: Banned above 101 proof or 50.5% ABV.7   
o Pennsylvania: Banned at or above 190 proof or 95% ABV.8  
o West Virginia: Banned at or above 190 proof or 95% ABV.9  

• Other states’ bans go much farther than S.B. 75, including: 
o California: Banned above 120 proof or 60% ABV.10 
o Florida: Banned above 153 proof or 76.5% ABV (sales and consumption).11  
o Minnesota: Banned above 160 proof or 80% ABV.12 
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